
Pastor Gary Tomiuck from Wainfleet 
Congregational Church reports:

     Praise the Lord ! We are this morning (Sept 11) 
celebrating 9 candidates who know the Lord and are 
taking the next step to get baptized in a lake just down 
the road from the church .....we are so excited for this. 
Here are some pictures below:

 

Pastors Rodney Mercer and Carol Kasper from 
Hosanna House, Saskatoon, report:

     Recently two of our young adults, Darwin Mercer and 
Jalice Unruh, graduated from Lifeways Training Institute, a two 
year mentorship program on June 21/16. Also, Darwin Mercer 
and Pastor Rodney participated in the Saskatoon TRC (Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada) walk on June 22.
     
     Five individuals from Hosanna House attended the CCCC 
National Conference in Halifax.  We are looking forward to 
hosting the 2017 CCCC Conference in Saskatoon.

     On July 17 our ministry team (Shelley, Georgina, Isabelle, 
Pastors Carol and Rodney) ministered to the children at the 
Saskatoon Arabic Church. Their fellowship was holding special 
meetings that weekend. We were invited to join our Arabic 
brothers and sisters for a time of fellowship and food following 
the service. 
     
     We held a joint VBS with Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
July 25-29th. This is the third year we have worked with Child 

 CCCC MONTHLY NEWS       Sept 2016

Proclaiming Jesus Christ, Making Disciples, Growing Healthy Churches



Evangelism Fellowship and Holy Trinity to host a 
neighbourhood VBS.  A total of 21 children attended.

     We  had the joy of baptizing 2 youth on Sunday 
August 28 (pictures below). This First Nation family has 
been involved with our ministry for a number of years. 
The boys' grandmother has been assisting with our 
ministry for the past two years and their mother has 
started attending.  What a joy to have this family 
(grandmother, mother & 4 children) part of our 
fellowship. Twenty from our fellowship gathered at the 
river for the service followed by a picnic and campfire 
sing along. We used the same location along the South 
Saskatchewan River where 3 of our youth were baptized 
in 2013. 

Pastor Sweis Ubels from Middleton, NS, reports:

     It was another ministry-filled summer at Emmanuel Church 
in Middleton, NS.  Among the high-lights were a visit from 
Pastor Art & Sally VanHolst of Radiant Life Community 
Church, Campbell River, BC.  Pastor Art spoke the Sunday 
after the National Conference. Our partnership with them has 
been a huge blessing to our church.

      Another highlight each summer is a combined “service in 
the park” with the local Baptist congregation.  This service is 
followed by a community BBQ and again, being partners in 
Kingdom work is a wonderful experience.

     For the second summer we hosted 'Family Sports Night' in 
our parking lot. Parents can either play along or visit with other 
parents on the sidelines.  Meanwhile, coaches play both street 
hockey and basketball with the kids, and halfway through the 
evening we have a water/snack break and a “coaches talk.”



     And, a personal highlight was not only seeing 2 of 
our daughters serving the Kingdom, but being able to 
have them join our worship service via a 3-way Skype 
call.  It was so great to see how the church cheered these 
young ladies on during these calls, and how they in turn 
challenged the church to follow Jesus passionately.

 Paul Bunz from Rocanville, SK reports:
     
     As I write this an earthquake which measured 3.8 in 
strength has rocked the area about 40 km north of 
Rocanville. Power was off for an hour and people were 
wondering what happened. I can’t help but think of Luke 
21: 25–28 as we see these things happen. Surely we are 
being called to watch for His coming.
     
     The summer season is over and here at Hope 
Congregational we are getting ready for our programs to 
start again.
     
     Our Wednesday morning Bible Study will be looking 
at “God Questions” by Hal Seed.  This should prove to 
be interesting and informative as we explore life’s great 
questions about God.
     
     A Men’s Breakfast will take place once a month. We 
hope this ministry will grow and there will be the desire 
to meet more often. 
     
     “Movie Night” which is open to the community will 
begin in November.  This is an opportunity to show 
movies with a Christian content. 
     
     We will be honored to have David Bracken from 
“David Bracken Ministries” doing a concert for us on 
Saturday Oct.29th and David will also minister at our 
Sunday service. 

     We continue to seek God’s will for Hope CC. We are a small 
church serving a rural area and we struggle with attendance and 
apathy in the community, however we are called to serve our 
community with the love of Christ. Even in our small town of 
Rocanville there are folks who are hurting and are in need of 
the Lord. 

     We covet your prayers for our church, for our ministries to 
reach the community and for a move of God in our community. 

     We count it a privilege to be connected to the 4C’s and we 
are committed and will continue to support our National 
fellowship with prayers and financial resources. Finally on a 
personal note a big hello from Hope Congregation to Kathleen 
Horwood. We pray for you and your ministry. Know you are 
missed!

Sri Lanka Update. Rev. Abraham  Emmanuel. 

     Church growth is always exciting. Since Rev. John Wood 
and Rev. David MacKenzie introduced the ministry of Abraham 
Emmanuel of Nazarene mission in Sri Lanka there has been a 
steady growth of disciples, new churches and new pastors in 
this troubled land.

     All these years since Pastor Abraham shared at a 4 C’s 
conference they have been meeting in rented facilities. Donors 
from 4 C churches a few years ago helped them purchase land.

 



     This year they have taken a step of faith and started to 
build. Will it take 6 months, a year or ten years to finish? 

     The total cost for a two story building with sanctuary 
and a pastor’s apartment is about $88,538. (They have 
about$10,000 already for stage 1) Many overseas 
churches build in stages as they have finances. Having 
their own building will save considerable resources for 
their ministry as they no longer will have to rent 
facilities, and they will be able to have more meetings as 
well as have a permanent presence in the community, 
and rent their hall to other churches. 

 
     Sri Lanka has a population of about 20 million, 70% 
Buddhist, 12% Hindu, 8.5% Muslim and 8.3% Christian. 
The two largest groups are the Sinhala (75%) and Tamil 
(14%) and until recently were at war with each other. 
Nazarene Mission has done quite a bit of outreach 
amongst the Tamil people working on the tea estates 
where they have several congregations. 

     For upwards of ten years 4C churches have supported 
Pastor Abraham through the Canadian mission - Into All 
The World. As they take this step of faith to build their 
own building in the capital, Colombo, we encourage you 
to be a part of this advance. You may share financially in 
this venture by mailing a donation to Into All The World, 
or donating on their new secure web site at https://
app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/IntoAlltheWorldInc/
donationpage.html 

     On the donation page click the fund box at the top 
and scroll down to Sri Lanka Outreach Abraham Em.... 
then fill in the rest of the page. Into All The World postal 
address is IATW 5256 Victoria Ave. Niagara Falls ON 
L2E 4E7 

      Missions so often is about planting seeds. Here are 
seeds we can plant in Sri Lanka with our brother 
Abraham Emmanuel and his co-workers as they share 

Christ with those who have not yet come into the Kingdom of 
Christ. Thank you for being a part. Submitted by Rev Bill 
Lewis - Mobilization Dept. IATW 

From the National Pastor - A Must Read Book:
     I seldom come across a book that treats the issue of 
homosexuality and gay marriage with uncompromising biblical 
conviction and sensitivity. The book, Compassion Without 
Compromise, answers some very tough questions and is 
extremely practical and easy to read. Chapter nine has some 
excellent questions and answers.

     If I was pastoring a church, I would encourage this book to 
be mandatory reading for all church leadership and would 
highly recommend it to the entire church. Our people need to 
be biblically and compassionately informed to deal with this 
issue. This book, (cover pictured below), will prepare your 
church to be well informed at addressing this issue. 
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Spiritual Rock Church, St. John’s, NF
     
Pictured below are some of the people attending a service 
at the Spiritual Rock Church, in St. John’s, NF, where 
Pastor Zita MacCallum meets. I had a great time with 
Zita and the entire church last Sunday. Zita and her 
daughter Trudy work with people that have mental health 
issues and drug and alcohol addictions.

Chaplain Vikki Marrs on “Chaplain Chat”:

     September 13 was the first time 4C’s Chaplains got 
together by teleconference to connect with each other, 
talk about their calling and the unique challenges each of 
us face in our respective regions.

     Throughout the conversation however, there were 
some profound commonalities which were expressed by 
those individuals God has given us to care for; such as:

• Each individual is a person with a unique story and 
within that story may be a story of faith and belief 
that needs to be encouraged and respected.

• Each person has a question about their value and 
sense of purpose and a need and desire to find hope 
and meaningfulness for what (often) appears to be 
an uncertain or scary future.

     During the teleconference call one of the Chaplains 
mentioned that Chaplaincy is a “Ministry of Presence…”.  
Pastoral care of any kind is a Ministry of Presence and 
while models of spiritual care may vary from province to 
province; this ministry does not look at a person’s life 
from only one aspect, but considers that person’s sense of 
spiritual well-being at any moment in time and those 
things which contribute to that overall sense.  Family 

history, religious affiliations, past and present, social supports 
and private religious practices play a role in this, as do a sense 
of place and belonging within a chosen or identified religious 
community.  For those seniors who are also dealing with 
dementia in its many forms, these things become more critical.  
Spiritual Care is a “ministry of presence” which touches a 
person’s essential spirit.  It’s as though

     “God looks through the tangles and confusions to our 
hearts to see what He Himself wrote there.” [source unknown.  
Quoted from Donald Meston, Aberdeen Cornhill Hospital]

     When the Apostle Paul wrote the words in Romans 8:38, 
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord,” it was a cry of triumph reminding us that while we or 
persons with dementia may forget about God – He will never 
forget about us.  His steadfast love endures forever.

     For those congregations across Canada, I would like to 
extend an invitation to get to know the Chaplains in your area 
if possible.  They may provide some insights that could help 
with those congregations facing more seniors with medical or 
dementia related issues.  The teleconference gave us an 
opportunity to share some of our unique challenges with each 
other and to pray for each other-and to look forward to getting 
together again.

Blessings,

Chaplain Rev. Vikki Marrs RPC MPCC CCPCPR
Good Samaritan Society
Hillside Village Complex Care & Pioneer Lodge Assisted 
Living, Salmon Arm, BC

Dr. Robert Dean Reports from Tyndale Seminary:

     I taught a systematic theology course at Tyndale Seminary 
this past summer and preached at various churches throughout 
the GTA. This fall I will be teaching three theology courses at 
Tyndale Seminary and making a presentation at a conference 
hosted by Bayview Glen Alliance Church in Toronto on the 
theme of “Mission and the Kingdom of God.”  

     I am also in the midst of preparing a “popular” book for 
publication and revising a journal article exploring the 
significance of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s concern for concreteness 
for mission.


